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SUBJECT: ITALIAN SITUATION - CONSULTATION WITH AT. TIES 

REF: (A) STATE 8959, (B) BONN 553, (C) ROME 684, 

(D) BONN 629 

1 . WHEN I SAW STATE SECRETARY VAN WELL BRIEFLY 
JANUARY 12, 1 GAVE HIM TEXT OF STATEMENT TO BE MADE 
LATER THAT DAY BY DEPARTMENT ON ITALIAN POLITICAL 
SITUATION (AS NOTED REF D, WE ALSO PASSED TEXT TO 
WORKING LEVEL IN FOREIGN OFFICE). VAN WELL EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR TIMELY NOTIFICATION AND REITERATED 
VIEWS HE HAD GIVEN ME PREVIOUS DAY CONCERNING FRG'S 
EVALUATION OF ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE (REF B). 

2. I TALKED AGAIN WITH VAN WELL JANUARY 13 TO PASS ON 
TO HIM GIST OF REF A, NOTING THAT WE WERE ALSO 
APPROACHING FRENCH AND BRITISH AND WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN ANY VIEWS AS TO WHAT MIGHT BE DONE INDIVIDUALLY 

OR TOGETHER TO PROTECT ALLIANCE INTERESTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH ITALIAN DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. VAN WELL SAID THERE HAD BEEN POLICY MEETING IN 
FOREIGN OFFICE MORNING OF JANUARY 13 AT WHICH U.S. 
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STATEMENT ON ITALIAN SITUATION HAD BEEN DISCUSSED AND 
CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO WHAT MIGHT BE DONE BY FRG. ON 
LATTER POINT, VAN WELL SAID MEETING HAD CONCLUDED THAT 
IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO EXPRESS FRG CONCERNS ABOUT 
ENHANCED COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN ITALIAN GOVERNING 
PROCESS THROUGH CHANNEL OF FRG POLITICAL PARTIES IN 
THEIR CONTACTS WITH ITALIAN PARTIES. HE EXPECTED 
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THAT SOME ACTIVITY IN THIS DIRECTION WOULD BE FORTH- 
COMING IN NEAR FUTURE. VAN WELL INDICATED THAT FRG 
FELT IT INADVISABLE FOR FRG GOVERNMENT TO MAKE PUBLIC 
STATEMENT ON ITALIAN SITUATION. AND HE CITED RATIONALE 
EXPRESSED REF C IN SUPPORT OF THIS VIEW. 

4. VAN WELL NOTED THAT PSI LEADER CRAXI WOULD BE 
VISITING BONN WITHIN WEEK OR TWO ON INVITATION OF SPD. 

VAN WELL SAID THAT TOP SPD LEADERS, INCLUDING MOST 
EMPHATICALLY CHANCELLOR HIMSELF, FIRMLY OPPOSE LINE 
ESPOUSED BY PSI FAVORING GREATER COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION 
IN ITALIAN GOVERNMENT AND HE EXPECTED THAT CRAXI WOULD 
BE ADVISED OF THIS POSITION IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS. 

5. IN CONCLUSION, VAN WELL REPEATED WHAT HE HAS TOLD 
ME PREVIOUSLY THAT FRG FEELS ANDREOTTI IS COMMITTED 
TO OPPOSE ANY COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT. HE SAID HIS PRESENT ESTIMATE IS THAT 
ANDREOTTI PROBABLY WILL END UP BY FORMING ANOTHER DC 
MINORITY GOVERNMENT AND THAT THERE MAY BE SOME ARRANGE- 
MENTS MADE FOR BROADER CONSULTATIONS WITH OTHER PARTIES, 
INCLUDING PCI, ON GOVERNMENT PROGRAM, BUT THERE WILL BE 
NO FORMAL AGREEMENT TO THIS EFFECT. 

6. DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPEAT LONDON, PARIS AND ROME. 
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